
In 1947, the grateful but still ravaged City of Bruyères France built near 
Hill 555 a simple stone monument in honor of the Americans of Japanese 
descent who in October 1944 liberated their city from the German 
invaders. This historically important monument is now showing the 
effects of its age, exposure to the weather and occasional vandalism. It is 
this monument that interested parties seek to renew in the memory of all 
those who sacrificed in this heroic effort. 

In addition to the restoration of the existing monument, these same 
interested parties also seek to augment the current site with an additional 
memorial element using locally quarried native stone. A licensed 
architect has prepared a proposed design based on the shoulder patch 
of the 100/442nd RCT. Please see the “Torch” element depicted above. 
While the final design and placement remain subject to change, the 
Mayor and City Council have approved the project and expect its 
completion by October 2017.*

The project will be paid for by the family and friends of those who served 
in the 100/442 RCT, the 522 FAB and the 232 ENG. and through the 
contributions of interested individuals and organizations. 

An account known as the “Bruyères Hill 555 Project” has been 
established. Based on the project’s progress, payments will be made to the 
City for work completed. At the conclusion of the effort any remaining 
funds will be donated to the City for maintenance of the monuments.

Those interested in contributing to this critically needed rehabilitation 
and augmentation can make checks payable to the “Bruyères Hill 555 
Project.” Please mail to: Carl Williams, 827 Crestwater Ln. Sacramento, 
CA 95831. A receipt will be mailed or e-mailed to you.

Principle Advocate: Mayor Yves Bonjean
100/442nd Historians: Hervé and Sylvia Claudon

**For example, we are inspired by one of the members of the 522nd Field Artillery Battalion, (Pvt.) Kiyoshi Ono of B Battery who, along with his fellow 
soldiers, fought to wrest the region from the invaders and return it in peace to the people of France.

*Please see reverse side for the letter of approval from the City of Bruyères. Please contact Carl Williams at cwilliams@intl-aero.net or 916-233-8069 
for a free copy of the approved plan and for periodic progress reports.

Please include the following information with your contribution (please print) 
To donate online, please go to www.hill555.org

Name ______________________________________ Address ____________________________________________________________________________

Phone _____________________________________ Email ______________________________________________________________________________

Veteran or Person in Whose Name Contribution is Being Made** ________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Thank you for helping maintain the memory of the 100/442nd RCT. You are also invited to come to Bruyères 
to participate in the rededication of the 1947 monument and the addition of the new element.

George “Calhoun” Hamai, Honorary Chairman 
442nd RCT Medical Detachment (1944-1946)
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